
m
safi

ri

86

m
safi

ri

87

GABON

Imagine a place so untouched that the 
primates gaze at you without fear and old 
elephants roam, their tusks sweeping the 

forest floor. Described as ‘Africa’s Last 
Eden’ by National Geographic magazine, 

Gabon offers a different viewing 
experience to elsewhere on the continent. 

WORDS: Sarah Monaghan

Gabon’s big appeal to visitors is that it 
is virgin territory. The country has only 
begun opening itself up to tourism in the 
last decade since 11% of the territory 
was set aside to create a vast new 
national park network. Percentage-wise, 

only Costa Rica has allocated more land for conservation. 
This is Equatorial Africa, so the landscapes and wildlife 
are unlike that of southern Africa. You won’t find zebras, 
giraffes or lions as Gabon is 85% covered in tropical 
rainforest and with only five people per square kilometre, 
you are more likely to bump into a western lowland 
gorilla than a fellow human being…
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Get up close to western lowland gorillas. 
Loango National Park is the site of a sanctuary 
for the critically endangered western lowland 
gorilla and also for a pioneering rehabilitation 
and reintroduction programme which in July 
2009 saw six orphans of the bushmeat trade 
transferred to a safe island in the Fernan-Vaz 
Lagoon where the gorillas can now live and feed 

in the forest, safe 
from predators. 
Visitors can 
accompany guides 
on a bushwalk to 
the sanctuary.
✱ gorillasgabon.
com

NATURAL 
WEALTH

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS 

ALSO INCLUDE 

DOLPHINS, LEATHER-

BACK TURTLES AND 
HUMPBACK 
WHALES...

8 TOP THINGS TODO

At Loango National Park’s Akaka Bush Camp, 
you can spend the night in a wooden chalet 
on the riverbank in the heart of the tropical 
rainforest. Expect 
the wildlife, 
especially forest 
elephants, to 
pass right through 
camp or come 
swimming across 
the Rembo Ngowe River to feed on the swamp 
grass around. In the dry season, forest buffalo 
and forest elephant are easily seen. Smaller 
mammals like sitatunga, red river hogs, forest 
duikers, five species of monkey and great 
apes inhabit the area all year round.

See all kinds of exotic 
birdlife. To the east of 
Gabon’s capital, Libreville, at 
Lambarené, the Ogooué River 
splits into two channels before 
rejoining in a large alluvial plain 
with a series of lakes, papyrus 
marshes, reedbeds and forests. 
This is one of the largest deltas 
in Africa and is now a protected 
area. The fantastic birdlife includes 
herons, spoonbills, skimmers, egrets, 
pelicans and more. The lakes are an ideal 
place for a few days of relaxation either at the 
start or end of your visit to Gabon. 
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Gabon is home to Central 
Africa’s largest 
population of forest 
elephants.
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GABON

RAINFOREST AFRICA 

See the world’s 
largest turtle, the 
Leatherback, 
arrive on Gabon’s 
beaches after 
dark to lay up to 
100 eggs. A Leatherback’s shell can measure 
up to 1.6m in length and weigh more than 
500kg. Gabon’s 850km coast is critical to 
the survival of this endangered species and 
at Pongara National Park near Libreville the 
Pongara Marine Turtle Information Centre you 
can discreetly observe the miraculous egg-
laying event from November to March. 
✱ www.seaturtle.org/groups/gabon

Experience a traditional Bwiti tribal ceremony. 
Visit a village inside Loango National Park 
and watch kaolin-daubed male and female 
dancers in swirling raffia costumes leap over 
fires and chant to a relentless drum beat under 

the influence of the 
hypnosis-inducing Iboga 
root. Bwiti initiates use 
Iboga to make contact 
with spirits of the dead 
and communicate with 
their ancestors and a 
ceremony typically lasts 
much of the night. 
✱ www.africas- 
eden.com

Look snappy on an after-dark crocodile 
hunt. When your torch catches the reflective 
membrane on the back of their retinas, there is 
little more thrilling than the sight of the glowing 
red eyes of 
crocodiles. 
After dusk is 
the best time 
to see these 
prehistoric 
reptiles. Three 
species, dwarf, Nile and slender-snouted, live 
in Gabon. At Iguela Lagoon in Loango National 
Park you can accompany ecoguides by pirogue 
to see crocs and their young up close and safely. 
✱ www.africas-eden.com

WET AND WONDERFUL Above: Western  
lowland gorilla.
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GABON

PRIMORDIAL DOMES

ICE-AGE ORCHIDS

CONNECTIONS
KQ FLIES TWICE 

WEEKLY TO LIBREVILLE

Wonder at the sight 
of huge humpback 
whales breaching. 
From July to October, 
whales which measure 
up to 15 metres in 
length arrive to breed 
along the Gabonese coast fresh from their 
7,000-km annual migration from the food-rich 
waters of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. 
Females give birth to calves, nurturing them 
close to the coast before heading back south. 
Boat trips are organised from several points in 
Gabon including Pongara and Loango National 
Parks and from Pointe Denis near Libreville.

GO WHEN?

Go radio-tracking mandrills, the world’s biggest 
and most colourful monkey. Mandrills live in 
the rainforests of Gabon and their borders with 
Cameroon, Congo and Equatorial Guinea. With their 
exuberant red and blue faces and rumps and their 
handsome yellow beards, it is the males (about four 
times the size of the drab females) that are the star 
attraction. Mandrills live in enormous troupes of 
around 700 individuals – the largest groupings of the 
primate world – but remain one of the least studied 
monkeys. Lopé National Park has developed mandrill 
safaris to allow park visitors to see these spectacular 
primates moving through the rainforest. “Nothing 
can prepare you for the eerie ghost-like calls as they 
approach,” says Nerissa Chao, the project manager. 
✱ email: mandrillsafaris@yahoo.fr

Gabon straddles the 
equator and is hot and 
humid all-year round. 
Temperatures are 
typically around 26oC, 
with 85% humidity. It 
can rain at any time 
of year but broadly 
speaking Gabon has 
two main seasons: 
‘the long rains’ 
between February and 
May followed by a 
dry season from June 
to mid September. 
The rest of the year 
is made up of two 
shorter seasons: the 
‘short rains’ from 
October to November 
and a dry season from 
December to January. 
The whale season 
begins around mid 
July and continues 
to mid-September, 
the tarpon fishing 
season October to mid 
November and the 
turtle season October 
to mid January.

Loango from the air.
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