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fiFishing Gabono
Loango National Park, 9-day itinerary
(From Libreville, Gabon)

Highlights

Nowhere else in western Africa
is the coastal environment as
unspoiled as it is in Gabon.
Along the southern (Loango)
coast the scenic mosaic of
lagoons, sandy beaches, gallery
forest and grassy savannahs
remains, together with the
fisheries and wildlife, in an
almost pristine state. Part of
this territory is protected within
the Loango National Park.
Fishing pressure is limited to
local subsistence fishing and
only two tourist operations.

The lagoon, adjacent beaches,
and isolated coastal lagoons are
prime sport fishing territory. At

times the numbers and quality
of fish is incredulous and is
partly explained by the fact that

the 220km2 Iguéla lagoon is a

rich nursery for juvenile fish
that as adults are concentrated
within a relatively small area.
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Departure Dates 2010

Every Thursday f rom Libreville, Gabon

International Flight Schedule

Libreville, Gabon serves as main arrival and dep
Eden. Please see our website www.africas -eden.com  for an overview of the
international flights to Libreville, Gabon that connect to this tour.

Please note that we are not able to book or print your international  airline tickett o
Gabon, Sédo Tomé & Principe and/or to the Central Afr ican Republic, but we do advise
you to contact us before booking your international flight to be sure we have

availability on your preferred tour.

Travel Map

CAMEROON

¥

' From USA
PRINCIPE  [ooe

EQUATORIAL
GUINEA

© SAOD TOME

T T ] T - — o —— o — oo o o - o o st



http://www.africas-eden.com/

AFRICAS

Seasonality

The fishing is generally best in the rainy season (September T April), peak ing from
November to February , with a high density of fish feeding around the mouth of the

lagoon. This amazing species richness during peak season offers the opportunity to
potentially catch any of the species that are listed below , on fly , with the excep tion of
bull sharks, guitar sharks and catfish (caught mainly on bait).

Fishing types

Most types of sport fishing are practiced,
including  spinning/plugging, fishing  with
natural baits, trolling, surf casting, fly fishing,

etc. Depending on conditions, location and
client preferences, fishing is done from boats,

the beach, or wading. There are usually two
fishing sorties per day with time for lunch and

a siesta in between. Guests who prefer, can
stay out all day with a packed Ilunch.
Depending on sea con ditions offshore fishing
is also possible.

Boats & Guides

Africa’s Eden provides a boat and a boat
driver/fishing guide (included in the price).
Currently we have two fishing guides present.
Dependent on the number of fishermen in the
lodge, boats mig ht need to be shared. We
usually fish from an anchored boat using live

bait or by casting lures and plugs (medium

size 11 -15 cm) in the same area.

The lodge is not yet equip  ped with fishing
gear, so please bring your own gear. Two
outfits are advised: 9 0 r 10 wt for smaller
shappers, baby tarpon, and jacks, 11 or 12 wt
for targeting bigger tarpon.

For a complete list of ~ What to Bring , please
see the end of this document.
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What can you expect to catch?

African cubera snapper (Lutjanus agennes )
This impr essive predator grows to in excess of 60kg and is ubiquitous; they can be
expected anywhere, anytime.

Atlantic tarpon (Megalops atalanticus )

Their movements are enigmatic, the fish usually appear in the rainy season and feed
in the lagoon mouth and nearby surf. Tarpon in Gabon often exceed 50kg and
sometimes100kg.

Giant African threadfin (Polydactylus quadrifilis )
An unusual, attractive predator that prefers rough, murky water, threadfin are
powerful, hard and fast running and regularly attain weights of 30kgs and grow to

more than 50kg.

Guinean barracuda (Sphyraena afra )
Grow in excess of 45kgs (and 2m+ long). In the surf and lower lagoon they often
smash surface lures, jumping clear of the surface on the strike.

Jacks (Caranx hippos, Caranx ficsherie & Caranx senegallus )
These aggressive gluttons are often plentiful. Spinning and fly fishing are the most
exciting ways to catch them.

'Ototlithe du Sénégal ' (Pseudotolithus senegalensis )
A handsome member of the drum family that grows to at least 20kgs a nd is usually
caught on the bottom in rough water.

The above -described fish species are caught more or less regularly but a number of

other species are often caught and include: 'liche' (Lichia sp. ), saltwater catfish

(Arius heudeloti ), grunter (Pomadasys jubelini ), springer/ladyfish (Elops sp. ),
other snappers (Lutjanus sp. ), guitarfish/sandshark (Rhinobatos sp. ), and various
species of stingray and shark e.g. Bull sharks  have been caught in excess of

250kgs. In some of the forest rivers freshwater specie s like African pike , various
small cichlids (jewel fish, Tilapia, etc. ) and Allestes will eagerly take a small lure or

fly.
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Trip Summary

Age restrictions
e Children under the age of 8 are allowed to go on
daytrips in Loango National Park but are not allo wed
to sleep in our eco -camps Tassi and Akaka.

This is an example itinerary. Upon arrival, our specialised
staff will sit down with you to compose the actual
programme, based on your personal interests, weather
conditions, and where the wildlife can be fo und.

i in Li i * .
1 | Thursday Arrival in Libreville, Gabon ; meet and greet,

transfer to Hotel La Réside nce Maisha Le Reside nce Maisha

Early morning flight to Port Gentil, boat ride to
2 | Friday Omboué , t ransfer by jeep to Iguela; transfer b y
boat to Pte. Ste. Cathérine

Pte. Ste. Cathérine
Beach Camp

Pte. Ste. Cathérine

3 | Saturday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp
I o Pte. Ste. Cathérine
4 | Sunday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp
. - Pte. Ste. Ca thérine
5 | Monday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp
_— s Pte. Ste. Cathérine
6 | Tuesday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp
7 | Wednesday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Pte. Ste, Cathérine
Beach Camp
8 | Thursday Fishing Pte. Ste. Cathérine Pte. Ste. Cathérine
Beach Camp

Transferto Omboué for your boat ride to Port
9 | Friday Gentil, connecting flight to Libreville ; connecting N/A
international flight to Europe / USA / South Africa

* We advise travellers from South Africa to fly with South African Airways from Johannesburg to
Libreville, Gab on on Wednesday. Your first two nights will be in La Résidence Maisha in Libreville.
On Friday, you will catch the early morning flight to Port Gentil and Omboué. The tour ends on the
same day.
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Travel ltinerary

Day 1: Thursday 1 _Arrival in Libreville, G abon

Upon arrival at Libreville International Airport,
meet you and bring you to your hotel. He or she will help you with the customs

procedures and collecting of your luggage. Please note that you will need to show

your vaccination booklet. After that you will be brought to the Hotel La Résidence

Maisha .

You can spend the evening as you like; there is no organised programme. If you
would like to go out for dinner, the "Quartier Louis" is Libreville's most lively
nei ghbourhood with many restaurants. In addition, Tropicana (near the airport) is
also a good spot for a nice dinner or a relaxing drink by the sea.

Lodging: Hotel La Residénce Maisha , Libr eville, breakfast included

© copyright images of  La Residénc e Maisha
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Day 2: Friday i1 Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp

In the morning, you wil!/ be picked up by a repres
to the airport for the 08h30 flight to Port Gentil. The pick -up time from your hotel will

be communicated upon ar rival in Libreville. From Port Gentil you will go on a 3-hour

boat ride to Omb  oué. Therefore it is recommended to bring along some snack s/drink s

during the trip.

InOmboué, you wi || be picked by staff of Africads Edepn

appro ximately 1.5 hours. From Loango Lodge, you will be transferred by boat in 20
minutes to Pte. Ste. Cathérine.

Lodging : Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp

Pte. Ste. Cathérine Beach Camp has five
Meru tents on sundecks, each with ensuite
bathroom with shower and toilet. Each tent
has 2 comfortable single beds, chairs and a
private terrace. Every morning here you will
wake up to a spectacular view of the sea.
Pte. Ste. Cathérine has a small lounge and
restaurant and its facilities are comfortable.

Please note that swimming here can be dangerous due to strong currents and the possibility of sharks
and/or crocodiles close to the shoreline.
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